
Juniors get an upgrade 

Students receive eligibility for open periods starting next month 
By Will B. Butler school activities will 

I
f eleventh be excused during 

this time period, and grade stud�nts discipline referrals meet certam will include parking-requirements during a related incidents. one month trial period, "We aren't they will have the 
opportunity to have positive as to what 

one open period. benefits we expect, 
but our main reason Juniors were for doing this is to informed of this 

chance toward the end provide an incentive 

of March, and the trial for academic success month trial, and it is and Terri Cummings. 
period began about and good attendance," our goal to meet and Students, for the 
one week after they Fugitt said. then give a recom- most part, have been 
were told of the Fugitt said that he mendation to the very appreciative of 
decision. couldn't think of any school board," Fugitt the chance to get an 

According to Riggs major drawbacks, said. open period. 
Principal Mike Fugitt, except for the fact The committee "I think that they 
juniors are required to that it is considered to involved in drafting should have kept 
have two or fewer be a step backwards, this policy included junior opens in the 
absences during the since juniors have had Fugitt, Assistant first place," junior Jim 
trial period, be passing their open campus Principal John Costello said. 
in all classes, earn at removed for several Lakner, guidance "Every grade 
least 14.5 credits, have years. Fugitt added counselors Bobbi except ninth should 
no tardies at all, have that the Riggs Brown, Carol Camey get opens," sophomore 
no discipline referrals administration will and LaDonna Jake Johnson said. 

evaluate how this trial "I think that they and have parental goes and then give a Zellmer, Todd Palmer, should do this because permission to have the recommendation to John Hoover, Terry then my class would open starting in May. the school board. Peterson, Myron get it next year," Absences related to "This is just a one- Bryant, Dan Snyder sophomore Matt 

Three basketball coaches resign 
By BryAnn Becker

Fifty-eight years of 
Riggs coaching experi­
ence will be absent 
from next year's boys 
and girls basketball 
seasons. Boys basket­
ball coach Harvey 
"Skip" Kurth, girls bas­
ketball coach Pat 
McClemans and girls 
junior varsity coach 
Steve Robinson have 
all resigned from their 
respective positions. 

Kurth's 25 years of 
coaching at Riggs have 
included boys junior 
varsity, girls sopho-

. more team and boys 
varsity basketball. His 
dedication to coaching 
stemmed from a variety 
of influences. 

Kurth said he devel­
oped an interest in bas­
ketball at a young age. 

"Coaches including 

Skip Kurth 

the legendary Bob 
Wachs from Northern 
State University and 
others have impacted 
my life," he said. 

Kurth has enjoyed 
his experiences with 
coaching basketball. 

"The number one 
thing I enjoyed about 
coaching was the de­
velopment of the vari­
ous relationships in­
volved: the player/ 
coach relationships 
and the coach/coach 
relationships. Aside 

Steve Robinson 

from that, I appreciated 
the day-to-day chal­
lenges of preparing for 
the upcoming con­
tests," he said. 

McClemans began 
coaching the Lady 
Govs in 1996 and has 
had 84 wins during his 
coaching career. 

In 1997, 
McClemans' team pro­
gressed to the state 
tournament before Ios­
i ng to Sioux Falls 
Roosevelt 49-45. 

Robinson has 

Pat McClemans 

coached basketball at 
Riggs since 1979. 

He has enjoyed in­
teracting with the stu­
dents during coaching. 

"You get to know 
the kids more person­
ally than you do in a 
classroom," he said. 

In general, he said 
he remembers the state 
championships for the 
girls team against 
Sioux Falls Roosevelt 
and the boys team 
against Sioux Falls 
Wai;hington. 

Requirements for juniors 
• two or • p a s s i nfi • no tardies
fewer ab- grades in a and no disci-
sences during classes pline referrals 
the trial pe-
riod •earn at least • p�r�n tal

14.5 credits perm1ss1on

Geffre said. instruments after band for getting opens was 
Freshman Terrence class." not too strict. 

Tedford agrees. "It's about time "I don't see this 
"It would be a that they got their extending beyond the 

respectful gesture to opens back, and I junior class if it is 
the eleventh graders," wish that my class implemented," Fugitt 
he said. would have had that said. 

Some concerns opportunity," senior "Passing every-
were brought up with Amanda Harsin said, thing may not be good 
the guidelines for "but it seems kind of enough, but the 
getting an open harsh to me." criteria are pretty 
period. When asked if he decent," Fugitt said. 

"It's a great idea, saw any possible 'Tm excited about 
but the guidelines are extension of future this and interested to 
rather strict," junior open-campus benefits see how many 
Brandon Brown said. for sophomores and students this will 
''I'm really scared to , freshman, Fugitt impact," he said. 
be late for a class, and stated that he did not. Opens for eligible 
I don't even have time He also noted that in juniors will begin 
to clean out my his view, the criteria May 3. 

Artists win awards 
By Robin Hinesh

The art club re­
cently held its fifth an­
nual art show. The art 
show is one of three 
that student artists 
have entered lately. 

The artwork is dis­
played at Photos by 
Debby. 

Winners, by cat­
egory, are as follows: 
Painting: 1st place 
sophomore Amy 
Breitag; 2nd, seniors 
Megan Spires and 
Christina Mutschler; 
3 r d.s o p h o m o r e  
Maggie Schultz. 
3-D: 1st place senior
Maggie Spires; 2nd, 
junior Josh Breske; 
3rd, senior Molly 
Hanson. 
Pastel: 1st place jun­
ior Micah Rockwell; 
2nd, senior Emily 
Goeden and sopho-

· 
photo bv Dirk McGro,re 

Student drawings, photos, paintings, and pottery on display 
at Photos by Debby. 

more Amy Breitag; 
3rd, junior Kim 
McCormick and se­
nior Christina 
Mutschler. 
Drawing: 1st place 
senior Megan Spires; 
2nd.junior Jesse Mon­
roe and sophmore 
Jesse Larson; 3rd, 
sophomore Kayla 
Kuiper and freshman 

Ashley Smith. 
Photography: l st place 
senior Kim deHueck; 
2nd, sophomore Dirk 
McGrane; 3rd, senior 
Holly Curtis and sopho­
more Maggie Schultz. 
Other: 1st place 
Meaghen Schoenhard; 
2nd, freshman Ashley 
Smith and junior Barb 
Jones; 3rd, junior Corie 
Oliva. 







One Pierre family fosters early music skills 
By Mallory Petersen 

A
s you walk 
into Denette 
E i s n a c h ' s  

house, your ears will be 
flooded by all the noise 
that surrounds you. 

It's not bad noise by 
any means; it's music, the 
world's most cherished 
noise. 

Over in the corner 
you'll hear twelve-year­
old Taylor practicing his 
new drum set. At the 
other end of the house 
you will hear ten-year-old 
Tanna playing her violin, 
and somewhere in the 
middle you'll find four­
year-old Kaylee with her 
mom learning something 
new on her violin. 

Eisnach first exposed 
her children to music 
while they were still in the 
womb, all thanks to a re­
search paper she had to do 
in her school days. 

But once her first child, 
Taylor, was born, they dis­
covered their newest ad­
dition had severe colic. 

"We actually had to 
tape the vacuum. It was 
the only way he would 
calm down," Eisnach said. 

I 

Taylor and Tanna Becker were are part of Capitol Area's 100 Faces Project. 
courtesy photo 

Later on, they moved 
from playing a vacuum 
cleaner to storms, until 
he finally got wind of 
classical music. 

Then one night at 
home, Eisnach's hus­
band, David Becker, was 
flipping through chan­
nels until it landed 
briefly on Lawrence 
Welk. 

"It stopped him (Tay­
lor) dead in his tracks," 
Eisnach said smiling, 
thinking of that mo-

ment. 
They once again be­

gan to tape. Only this 
time it wasn't vacuum 
cleaners and storms. It 
was Lawrence Welk. 

As soon as each of 
their children was old 
enough, Eisnach started 
violin lessons with her 
children using the Suzuki 
(sa-zoq-ki) Method. 

The Suzuki Method is 
a special method used on 
children to start teaching 
them a musical instru-

ment, along with pitch­
all by ear. 

"The Suzuki Method 
strives for perfection, but 
with a positive ap­
proach," Eisnach ex­
plains. 

Eisnach works with all 
of her children, who 
started the method on the 
violin, five days a week 
without fail, which ex­
plains their musical abili­
ties. 

But does music really 
enhance fetal develop-

Music: How times have changed 
By Mallory Petersen laughing echoes all or appreciate the flour- more diverse. I used to be 

The feel of Beethoven 
warms the streets with the 
hint of Mozart following 
steadily behind. You look 
up and see 16th century 
architecture. You are 
on the streets of 'E 
Vienna. 

You are on the 
streets of Chi­
cago. It's 1920. 
Jazz fills the air. People 
around you are scurrying 
to get back to their homes 
so they can sit and relax, 
only to dream of being 
part ol vaudville. 

It's 1960. You are stand­
ing on a lonely comer in 
the middle of the prairie 
where the only sign of life 
is at the local bar where 

around you. All of a sud­
den, you hear a jukebox 
jolt out the beginning of 
Charley Pride's "Kiss An 

Angel Good Morning." 
Those days are long 

gone, but rock, rap, 
hip hop, and others 

fill the air making 
classical, jazz, 

country, and rock a 
part of our past. 

W hile it may be a 
good thing that music 
preferences change 
along with the times, 
that's a personal opin­
ion. But it is interesting 
to think about what the 
next generations will be 
listening to. 

Will they still like rap 

ishes of instrumental 
music? Will they have 
their car stereos turned 
up with the bass boom­
ing? lt is difficult to imag­
ine what future music 
lovers will be listening to. 

One direction that 
music may be headed is 
in more computer-gener­
ated songs. Even now it's 
not hard to find a song 
completely comprised of 
computer-generated 
sounds. By the end of this 
millennium, will there 
even be guitars, drum 
sets, or trumpets? Maybe 
they will only be in mu­
seums. 

"My music likings 
haven't really changed, 
but have just become 

all country, and it's still 
my top choice, but now, 
depending on my mood, 
I listen to just about any­
thing except for heavy 
metal," sophomore 

Alayna Hyde said. 
Others think students' 

music has already 
changed but not because 
it is liked. 

"Business people have 
totally killed modern 
music by polluting the 
radio and TV with what 
they think we want to 
hear," freshman Alex 
Lindholm noted. 

Hopefully music from 
the past will be a part of 
the future and not just a 
remembrance at the local 
museum. 

"The Suzuki Method strives for per­
fection, but with a positive ap­
proach. "-Denette Eisnach 

ment? 
Studies indicate that 

playing music to an un­
born child may or may 
not affect the child later 
in life. 

Some studies say the 
growing fetus can hear 
and react to sound by 
moving. The problem is 
that no one knows what 
these movements mean. 
For all we know, the child 
could be in discomfort. 

It also has been said 
that there are no studies 
that tell the world of a re­
lationship between music 
and fetal development. 

But the story is very 
different when it comes 
to young children. 

Researchers have 
found a big relationship 
between music instruc­
tion and positive perfor­
mances in various areas, 
including concentration, 
coordination, relaxation, 
patience, and self-confi­
dence. 

"Music training jump 
starts certain inherent 
patterns in parts of the 
brain responsible for spa­
tial-temporal reasoning," 
said a researcher from 
University of California 
in a previous interview 
with Paul Borgese and 
Jovanka Ciares. 

But the main reasons 
Eisnach works with her 
children are so that they 
improve their skills in sci­
ence and math, develop 
confidence to get up in 
front of people,. and to 
foster enjoyment in mu­
sic, of course. 

Her kids are lucky. 

You said. .. 
"Hip hop/Rap mu­

sic is the downfall of 
American culture." 

-A n d rL' W
Kightlinger, senior 

"Music is a river of 
words that calms 
people down when 
they are stressed." 

-Thom;is Voeltz,
sophomore 

"I think that music 
is a new interesting 
form of communica­
tion from artists to lis­
teners." 

-J a rn L' S
Bl;ickm1 >re,f rL•shm,1 n 

"The music you lis-

ten to is your own 
sense of style and con­
tentment. If you insult 
someone of their lik­
ings of music, you are 
pretty much insulting 
them." 

-Melisa Forest, jun­
ior 

"I love music. It ex­
presses things that I 
could not with words." 

-K.irl'n V,1nC,1rnp,
senior 

"I love music. I love 
to bust some skulls in 
a killer mosh pit. It 
rocks ... and rolls." 

-Sll'n• :\l'lson,
-.< 11�1H ,111< ,rv 












